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March 9, 2008

Dear MLMA Members and Friends,

MLMA is returning to the Mississippi Gulf Coast for our July 2008 Mid-Year Meeting, Convention and Trade Show, and I hope you are as excited about this as I am.  Although all of us in the lumber business are going through some tough times, we hope that you and others from your company will be there.  Here are a few things I’d like to call to your attention:

· Thursday evening, July 17th, Joe and Kay Adams have invited everyone back to their beautiful home in Gautier for a “Back to the Coast” Party.  If you attended MLMA’s 50th Anniversary party there I know you will not want to miss this one.  Everyone attending the convention is invited at no charge ……BUT….. you must make reservations, and we ask that if you make a reservation for this event please attend.   We will have a great time with some surprises thrown in.  

· Please make your hotel reservations early!  We will release rooms earlier than usual this year so you will want to book as soon as you receive your information. Because of current industry conditions, it is necessary that MLMA not have to pay for rooms that we cannot fill.  The association simply cannot afford to do this so rooms may not be available if you wait too long to book.  Information on booking rooms is included in the convention brochure.

· We hope to have all of our “regular” Exhibitors back with us for the Trade Show, plus some new companies.  This show gives each of us an opportunity to do business and make contacts (old and new) in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.  We encourage you to sign your company up to exhibit.  Yes, we will have cash and merchandise prizes.

· Saturday will include the coast activities that we have all enjoyed through the years – golf, and fishing returns.  We have a great program lined up for the ladies.  Clint Winchester, designer and decorator, will show us “how it’s done” with his one of a kind decorative shoe creations.  Some are made from vegetables and fruits; some from wire and beads and other materials.  His creations sell from Dallas to New York and he’s been featured in numerous magazines.  

· We have a great entertainer for Saturday night and I know this will be a lot of fun.  I encourage you to attend and enjoy it.  I promise that it will be lively, and *Dr. Holiday* will entertain you, and if you’re game, maybe even hypnotize you.  

Your 2008 Board of Directors is excited about the upcoming meeting!  We encourage everyone to register early.  Remember – you must make your hotel reservations and also complete and return the registration form to the MLMA office (fax, email, or snail mail).  You may visit MLMA’s web site at www.mslumbermfg.org for convention information.  Please share this with others from your company.

See you in July at Beau Rivage, as MLMA returns to the Coast!

    Charlie

Charlie Thomas III

MLMA President

